
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Parma Symphony Orchestra 
 
  
Your Project Title: 'A Parcel From America' Celtic Christmas Story for Orchestra and Irish Cultural artists 

Your Project Summary: A heart warming story told by an Irish story about life in Ireland during Christmas 

and their family in the US featuring Irish dancers, vocalists and musician accompanied by symphony 

orcestra 

Final Score: No. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided insufficient evidence throughout the 

application that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $0 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     
Chanel DaSilva 

(New York, NY) 

Brea Heidelberg 

(Philadelphia, PA) 

Christie McKinney 

(Washington, DC) 

Michelle Polgar 

(Austin, TX) 

Dameun Strange 

(St. Paul, MN) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: This applicant somewhat meets the funding criteria. The proposed project provides a public 

benefit both for the participating artists and audience. For this project, Parma Symphony Orchestra will 

partner with a guest artist and another company. This program is a significant leap forward in size and 

scope from their past productions, which is exciting. I would love to know more about the Tomaseen Foley 

dance and musician troupe and about how the program components will combine. The application budget 

fails to clarify expense and income details, and leaves me with concerns regarding successful project 

execution and meeting the match. A side note - the project timeline includes dates outside of the funding 

window. Should this project be funded, CAC should work with the applicant to ensure that the project 

timelines occurs within the allowable funding cycle. 

 

 

 

Score: No 

Comment: In my opinion, this application did not demonstrate any public benefit to its community. Classical 

orchestral music is already a niche art form that very few have the chance to experience. So by deciding to 

RAISE their concert ticket prices, it makes these performances even less accessible to the community they 

have defined. And there was no supplement to the raised ticket prices. No free student performances or 

free community performances to offset the fact that some may not be able to afford a $20 ticket. I cannot 

support funding this initiative. 

 

 

 

Score: No 

Comment: This application lacked enough detail to surmise public benefit or organizational capacity. More 

information on the organization submitting the project, the history of the organization, the conductor, and 

the project itself would be required to meet the funding criteria. 

 

 

 

Score: No 

Comment: There isn't much information to describe how well they know their community nor is there a plan 

to share the experience broadly. I don't see how this is any different or more thoughtfully thought out than 

just their status quo programming. 

 

 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 4 
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Score: No 

Comment: The proposal was so vague with regard to the community they will serve and the goals set forth 

that is it not possible to determine whether or not the applicant has a clear answer on these items and 

whether or not they are prepared to serve the community in the ways that work best for them (the community 

not the applicant). 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin   India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org      ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101   216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 5 
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